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Rise and Spread of Islam
	Islam is one of the religions that has been around for a while. As early as the 7th Century, Islam was already having its roots well-grounded and had a large following. In an actual sense, it said to have been the second largest religion after Christianity. It is alleged that Islam began in Mecca that is now modern-day Saudi Arabia during the life of Prophet Muhammad. He was believed to be the last prophet was sent by God to human beings.
	Islam greatly revolutionized the way of life of the early Arabs. Through the intervention of Prophet Muhammad, civilization came into play as the Arabs abandoned their brutal ways of handling matters to ones which were more civilized and acceptable (“Leghaei, "n.d.). As a result, Islam spread so fast that just half a century after its inception, it had reached regions such as North Africa, Central Asia, and the Middle East. It is noted that before the start of Islam, the Arabs were barbaric in how they dealt with other people. Another notable instance that signified the rise and spread of Islam was realized during the reign of, Caliph Othman when emissaries were sent to the Chinese empire(“Leghaei, "n.d.). They were accorded warm welcome paving way for the spread of Islam into the Chinese territory. In addition, Islam overpowered other religions that had existed for a very long time. Just in a century, nearly 50% of the whole world was already engulfed with Islam. Compared to the early Christians who underwent all kinds of torture and mistreatment as they were spreading the gospel, Muslims got an easy time since most rulers embraced Islam("Leghaei, "n.d.). This made the popular American anthologist Professor Clifford Geertz to state that “Islam is a religion designed for export”	 in his paper termed “The Near East in the Far East.”
	The rise and spread of Islam are noted to have taken place majorly in a period of three centuries. The Muslim faithful conquered the Middle East through the spread of the Islamic faith(Conquest,2009). Also, this made the military conquest even easier as the Islamic religion had already taken root in their areas of interest. This is because of the fact that locals had been made to believe that surrendering to the soldiers was also a sign of submitting to Allah. This made them offer little or no resistance to the Islamic militants(Conquest,2009). It is notable that the growth of Islam coincided with the military expansion of territories by the Arabs.
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